THE 


CONFESSION 


AND 


EXECUTION 


Of the Eight Priſoners ſuffering at 


TYBURN 


On TVedreſday the 30th of Auguſt, 1676. 
VE &. 


Th Mor, l | Marth. I allendin 


Charles Godfry, ; ' Martha Harman, 
Roger Withers, | Fohn Evans, as 


Richard Cooke, | 7 0 Parker. 
Giving a full and ſatisfatory Account of 


their Crimes, Behaviours, Diſcourſes in Priſon, 
and laſt Words ( as neer as could be taken ) at 


the place of Execution. 
Publiſhed for a Warning to all that read it, tq 


avoid the like wicked Courſes, which brought thef: poor 


people to this ſhameful Erd. | 
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With Allowance, Roger L Eftrange. 
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DO TORE TN Fete The era 
The Confeſsion, laſt Speeches, 


and Fx-cution of the Priſoner: ar 
Tyburn, on the 3oth of Aug. 1676. 


| T the S (ins Eeld for Lonwdow ard Mid- 
A dleſex, Anguſt the 23, ec. 16756, ttere 


were in all Sixteen perſons Condemned 


to be hang'd for (evera! great and noto- 


rious Crimes: And though, for the moſt part, 
they were perſons that all-alorg, both at their 
Apprehention, Imprifonment, and Tryals, car- 
ried and behaved themſelves with too much 
Confidence, yet when Sentence of death came 
to be pronounced upon them ( which was done 
in 2 moſt pathetick Oration and a Gravity ſuit- 
ing the olemneſls of the occaſion, by that worthy 
perſon whoſe Charge it was ) it could nat but 
much affect the hearts of all preſent to hear the 
ſad Cries and doleſul Lamentations which theſe 
miſerable Wretches made, begging and Impor- 


tupivg the Court for mercy, when their own. 
repeated offences had excluded jt,aod left room. 


for nothing but Judgment, 
A 2 Yet 
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\ Yet (vo great has been the Clemency of his gra- 
cious Majeſty ( the Fountain of all Terreſtrial! 
Mercy as well asof Juſtice ) that Eight of theſe 
deſperate Malefactors were Reprieved from 
death, rhe other Eight that ſuffered their Names 
and Offences were as followes : 

Thomas Moore and James Parker, convited 
for ſtealing the Goods of a perſon of Quality ar 
Cxc in Surrey 3 and though they were here only 
indicted for Felony, becauſe they were tsken 
with the Goods, by one that knew tneimn to be 
T hieves, in Alderſgate-ſireet, the ſame day the 
Fa& was done, yet it appeared to the Court, to 
be a Burglary too in the (aid County of '$»rrey. 
Theſe Two upon their firſt apprehenſion, were 
put into Bridewel, and ſent aboard a Ship by 
their conſent, whence they run away z. and being 
retaken on a new ſcore, were now Iound guilty : 
the Jatter,of them was tranſported for the like 
Tricks about five years ago, and by trifling now 
with the Court before he would plead, forced 
them to commit him to the Preſs, where, before 
he would recant his obſtinacy, he was very much 
bruiſed, ſo that without further Execution, 'twas 
much doubted whether he would have ſurvyi- 
ved, A | 
Charles Godfry and Roger Withers, were con- 


vided for ſtealing Goods, to the valuc of Ten 


poundsz which likewlfe appeared to the Court 
tobe a Bureglary in Hariford/hire. 
Richard 


J 
Richard Cooke and Matth:w Walkenden, were 
condemned for Burglary - They were both old 
Offenders; hid ſeveral! times had the mercy of 
the Court, bur it ſeems would by no warzaing 
be reclaimed from their vitious Courſes, | 


The next we may juſtly call a matchleſs 


piece of Femalos Impudence - A young wo- 
wan, named Marthe Harman, was condem- 
ned for breaking open a houle at J/ington, a 
Crime rarely if ever attcinpted by that Scx. 
She had four times before been tryed before 
the Court for ſeveral Ottences; but now coald 
no: obtain further indulgence, Loſu tories miſe- 
ricordia fit furor. | 

The laſt we are to mention, was the youngeſt 
In years, not above Fifteen 5 by name Johy £- 
vans © He was convicted for breaking open a 
houſe, and ſeveral other indictments agataſt 
hims to which he pleaded guilty within the be. 
nefit of the Clergy, but that Plea in his Ciſe 
was vain 5 for he had received that Legal fa- 
vour in his hand ſeveral Seſſions ago. 
All theſe were vilited in Goal by ſeveral able 
and godly Miniſters, whoſe Charity to their pe- 
riſhinz S$-uls led them to come to them in the 
Dungeons beſides the dayly pains of the Ordi- 
narv, Whovery diligently performed his Chriſtian 
duty en this occalion, 

T he Ignorance they had been bred in, the il] 
Courſes they had all their lives time followed, 
whereby 
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whereby the cuſtom of ſtaning had taken away 
the ſenſeol! it, ren-red ttenm very hard and dit» 
fue to be wrrught 1pun, or need into aoy 
deg:ice fs Contriiiun, by the muſt earveſt« x [ear- 
ching Citcourfes or Periwaſions that could be 
u'ed tythm for a lerg time, their minds being 
more taken up with f]-ttering hopes and vaio en* 
deavoyrs tn pr: long their lives 1athis world,than 
toprepars acd fit them tor an eternal life in the 
next. 

But that omninotent uildome which of o1d 
WYS pleaſe «| to afford, by miracle, plentijul wa- 
terout of a dry and birren Rock, did now gra- 
cien (ly vonchiefe ar lalt ro molhtie ſome of their 
obdurate hearts, into 3 d-ep, due, and melting 
ſenſe of their milcrabie (tate, 

The Nli-iftters, as Embalſliders (ert frem the 
glorious Ccurt of Heaven with Offers of Peace 
and Pardcn tothez(e deiperite and forlorn wret- 
chee, were not wanting to repreſent to them their 
miſerable Condition by nature, aggravated and 
increaſed by a numberlels number of actual 
T ranſgreſſicns3 not onely agairlt the light of 
their Conlciences, and difares of humane Rea- 
ſon, and common Right, but alſo againſt ſeveral 
rolitical Indulſgences and Warnings from their 
own former dangers and others milerable fates. 

Some of them appeared to be very ſenſibly 
touched with theſe grave and ſealonable Admo- 
nirious, and to caſt back a repentant Eye on their 
for- 


U7? 
former miſcarrizges, with endeavours tC improve 
thoſe few remaining micuces of their lives, ro 
obtain pardon for their paſt Offcaces : Od ! 
how welcome would a few of thoſe days, they 
had formerly ſpent ic vanity, been now to theſe 
poor wretches, that they might have had ſwfti- 
cient time 2nd opportunity to bewail their paſt 
miſcarriages, and get ſome allurince of future 
happineſs, being now to lanch out 1ato the Ocean 


_ of Eternity. 


Mcſt of them were very full and open: breaſted 
in their acknuwledgments,, that they had viola- 
tcdbath the Laws of Ged, of man, and Dicates 
of their own Conſci-nces, in unjuſtly invading 
rhe proprieties of othzr men. And (what is ve- 
ry remarkable) they conteiled, that what they 
died for was the leaſt of their Traoſgrefiions a- 
g-inſt the Laws of God 5 having otherwiſe by 
mu]:iplied Offences jaſtly provoked the Divine 
Vengeance apainſt themſelves. 

Oa the Tweſday there were at once four Miai- 
ſters attending them in Spiritual Inſtrudtions and 
Prayer, for ſeveral hours together, the effe& of 
which was, T hat ſeveral ofthe dying men ſeemed 
intirely convinced of their deſperate Eſtate, and 
inthat Agony to intreat, with the greateſt ear- 
neſtneſs in the world, the Prayers of all good 
people. 

W hen they were brought to theplace of Exe- 
cntion (whither they were attended belides the 
people 
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people, with ſeveral Miniſters) few of them 
ſpeke any thing con\iderable, one]y one or two 
decjared the Origina! of their ruine to be diſube- 
dience to their Maſters, and particularly negle- 
@ing their duties on Sabbath-days at the places 
of publick Worſhip, the temptations of Jeud 
Women, and jdleneſs in their lawful Callings 
from which they were debauch'd by ill and ex- 
travagant Company : of, and from all, which 
they ſerivuſly and in the words of dying men, 
defired all that heard them to beware and re- 
frain, 

And ſo ſuffered according to their Sentence : 
And may their lamentable Examples warn all o- 
thers that ſaw the ſame, or ſhall here read it aru- 
ly related, deter them from thoſe wicked Fads 
and Courſes, which brought theſe unhappy Wret- 
ches to this ſad, deplorable, and ignominious 
End. SR. 
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